Study 4:

Consequences:

In the prayer for this week we have these words, “and our hearts are restless until they find their rest in you”.  Can you share an experience where your heart has been restless because your heart was not rested with God? (The rest of the prayer may be helpful in indentifying areas you may need to address.)

It has been said that God is always with us, but the question is “Are we present with God?”  It is us who move away.  In moving away there can be consequences which this passage highlights.  How do you make sure you are with God in all that you do? 

Ecclesiastes 3:1-15: 
I encourage you to read and re-read this passage slowly.  The first part of the passage is well known and often quoted.  What does this early part of the passage say to you as you seek to live into God’s covenant? 

In verse 11 we are told that God has made everything suitable for its time and there is a past and a future.  I not only find this true; but refreshing.  Everything does not have to be done at once.  How does this verse speak to you?  Share your thoughts. 

What God does endures forever, verse 14.  God is constant. How can we explain the constancy of God to those who see life as transitory? 

John 3:14-16:

The early part of this chapter is the account of Nicodemus coming to Jesus at night and being confused about being born again.  Jesus states clearly, “What is born of flesh is flesh and what is born of spirit is spirit” (3:6)

In the verses listed above John states that Jesus must be lifted up and we will have eternal life. God sent his Son to die and rise for us.  This is good news, the Gospel.  How do you explain the importance of Good Friday and Easter Day as holy days to those who only see Easter as a holiday? 

Verse 16 states that God so loved the world.  It is clear and concise; but some people struggle with this section of the text for many reasons.  This is key verse of Scripture.  How would you explain to a person who says how can God love the world when there are wars and famines and natural disasters? 

 1 Corinthians 13:4-8a:
The Numbers passage highlights the matter of patience or more precisely impatience.  

The Corinthians passage is well known and often quoted.  However, the older I get the more challenging I find it.  When I was young I was asked to take the word love out and put in my name.  So the passage would read, “Bill is patient, Bill is kind, Bill is not envious for boastful……” it certainly personalizes the passage and highlights the demands of living into the new covenant.  After you have placed in your own name where the word love appears, what insights do you gain from reflecting on these words? If you are able share your insights with the group. 

